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REMARKS 

Claims 1-14, as amended, remain herein. 

Claim 7 has been amended to depend from claim 5. 

Applicants hereby provisionally elect, with traverse , 
species b (Fig. 2) for initial examination in this application. 
Claims 1, 2, 4, 6, 8-11 and 13 read on the elected species and 
claims 1 and 2 are generic to all species outlined in the Office 
Action . 

Applicants traverse the election requirement since all of 
species a-c are sufficiently related that a thorough and 
complete search for species b should encompass a thorough and 
complete search for species a and c. 

Search and examination of the entire application can be 
made without serious burden. See MPEP §803 which states that 
M [i]f the search and examination of an entire application can be 
made without serious burden, the Examiner must examine it on the 
merits." This policy should apply in the present application to 
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avoid unnecessary delay and expense to applicant and unnecessary 
duplicative examination by the USPTO. 

For the foregoing reasons, reconsideration and withdrawal 
of the election requirement and examination of all species 
herein are respectfully requested. 



RWP/mhs 
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PARKHURST & WENDEL, L.L.P. 
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Alexandria, Virginia 22314-2805 
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Respectfully submitted, 



PARKHURST & WENDEL, L.L.P. 



July 30, 2004 
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Roger W. Parkhurst 
Registration No. 25,177 
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